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The stunning building discretely hidden in the hills was the perfect 

lookout to enjoy the forever views and see the elegant endangered 

bighorn sheep as they enjoyed their natural surroundings and 

magnificent habitat. 

I'm talking about Stone Eagle Golf Club and its beautiful Aerie 

restaurant where the Bighorn Institute had its annual fundraiser on 

Nov. 16 with the much-anticipated golf tournament following the next 

day. 

The evening's emcee and auctioneer was local meteorologist Patrick 

Evans, who as usual brought plenty of humor and fun to the event. 

And there to support as always was golf legend Dave Stockton, who 

hosts the annual golf classic. 

The delicious cuisine began with a baby spinach salad. It was followed 

by a petit filet that was cooked to perfection and paired with a Chilean 

seabass that was so soft and buttery it melted in your mouth. After a 

dessert of vanilla chiffon cake, the satisfied guests relaxed to enjoy the 

program and hear about all that this incredible organization has 

accomplished in 2025. 

The Bighorn Institute is dedicated to the conservation of the 

endangered Peninsular bighorn sheep through research and 

education. Its primary goal is to study the ecology of sheep 



populations, and the organization has successfully kept two local herds 

from disappearing, those found in the San Jacinto and the Santa Rosa 

mountains. 

Biologist Aimee J. Byard, who serves as the institute's director of 

operations, was on hand to share some statistics and progress reports 

with the guests. 

Since 1982, the organization has conducted captive breeding, 

population augmentation and ecological studies to help support the 

survival of these magnificent creatures and have successfully 

reintroduced 127 bighorn into the wild. The institute also engages in 

public education through projects like the Path of the Bighorn art 

project, which featured more than 100 painted bighorn sculptures 

throughout the Coachella Valley to raise awareness about the species. 

There are also community activities, including guided sheep spotting 

hikes with biologists and presentations to educate the public. The 

organization also encourages community members to log their 

bighorn sightings as part of a citizen science program. 

As a nonprofit organization, the Bighorn Institute relies heavily on 

donations and sponsorships. Thanks go to those generous individuals 

who made this special evening possible. 

The platinum sponsors for the event were Jerry Bausman and 

Michelle Zoryan, Danielle Cane, Sylvia Ender, Paul Erickson and Julie 

Allinson, James and Becky Malachowski, Mike and Linda Rivkin, Kent 

and Dorothy Roberts, Judy Sanders, Erik Simmons and Dave and 

Cathy Stockton. 



Gold sponsors were Jim and Aimee DeForge, Chris Foster and Lori 

Lustig. Silver sponsors were Richard and Jean Engebretson, Phil and 

Pam Sklar, and Chuck and Vicki Trenkle. 

Nearly 50 local businesses contributed items for the live and silent 

auctions, which shows how much our community appreciates the 

important work of the Bighorn Institute. 

Guided hikes can be arranged by calling 760-346-7334. To learn more 

about the Bighorn Institute or to make a donation, 

visit bighorninstitute.org. 

 

https://www.bighorninstitute.org/

